Celie’s character development in Alice Walker’s The Color Purple by Sutriani, Sutriani
 
 
CELIE’S CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT IN ALICE 





A Thesis Presented to the English Department, 
the Faculty of Letters, Catholic University of Widya Mandala Madiun 
as a Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements 









THE FACULTY OF LETTERS 





CELIE’S CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT IN ALICE 






A Thesis Presented to the English Department, 
the Faculty of Letters, Catholic University of Widya Mandala Madiun 
as a Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements 








THE FACULTY OF LETTERS 























This thesis is dedicated to: 
 The Almighty Allah S.W.T 
 Muhammad S.A.W 
 my beloved parents, Supandi and Erni 
 my beloved brothers, Diana and Ramly 
Affandy 
 my be loved uncle and aunt, Daniel and 
Widiastuty 
 my dearest sweetheart, Asep Jayadi 
 my beloved best friends, Nurachmawati,  
Yunita Mustika Wati and Lia Siska Selfie  
 my dear friends 
 my dear lecturers 
























“If you genuinely want something, don’t 





First of all, I would like to say thanks to God, Allah S.W.T. for the 
blessing so, I have chance to finish my thesis entitled Celie’s Character 
Development in Alice Walker’s The Color Purple. 
Next, I render my great appreciation and gratefulness to Rr. Arielia 
Yustisiana, S.S., M.Hum as my first advisor who helps me to encourage writing 
my thesis. I would like to devote my special thank to Eko Budi Setiawan, S.S., 
M.Hum, my second advisor, who has guided me patiently in writing my thesis. 
Furthermore, I am grateful to all of my lecturers who have helped me to enrich my 
knowledge, they are Drs. Obat Mikael Depari, M.Hum., Drs. Dwi Aji Prajoko, 
M.Hum., Yuli Widiana, M.Hum., Fransisca Dian Juanita, S.S, M.Pd., etcetera. 
Special gratitude is also dedicated to my beloved family that always give 
support, motivation and prayer. Moreover, I would like to express special thanks 
to all of my best friends (Yunita, Nur, Lia, Yuli, Yusita, Mbak Tri, Adi, Adit, 
Kevin, Yayuk, Prisca, Koko Adi, Yolanda, Itania, Galih, Deny, Odhenk, Rintan, 
Alan, Tataq, Mas Redi, etcetera) who always give me motivation and support. I 
will always remember you, my dear friends. I am nothing without you.  I love 
you. 
Finally, I would like to say thanks for everybody that I cannot mention one 






SUTRIANI (2014). CELIE’S CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT IN ALICE 
WALKER’S THE COLOR PURPLE 
Madiun: The English Department, the Faculty of Letters, Catholic University 
of Widya Mandala Madiun. 
 
 
This study is related to the characteristics and character development of 
the main character in Alice Walker’s The Color Purple, Celie. There are three 
objectives of the study namely, (1) to find out Celie’s characteristics, (2) to 
figure out the causes of Celie’s character development, and (3) to explain the 
effects of Celie’s character development in the novel. It is a descriptive research 
with the novel The Color Purple as the main source of data. The data were 
collected through library study and internet browsing. This research made use of 
the theories of character, characterization, psychology, personality, and 
personality development. Moreover, sociological and psychological approaches 
were applied to analyze the data. The data analysis shows as follows: (1) Celie’s 
characteristics include weakness, patience, obedience, and lovability, (2) the 
causes of Celie’s character development are sexual abuse done by Celie’s 
stepfather and domestic violence done by Celie’s husband and stepchildren, and 
(3) Celie’s character development causes her to be a cheerful, brave, and hard 
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Penilitian ini membahas karakteristik dan perkembangan karakter Celie 
dalam novel The Color Purple karya Alice Walker. Penulis memiliki tiga tujuan 
penelitian yaitu, (1) untuk menemukan karakteristik Celie (2) untuk 
menggambarkan penyebab perkembangan karakter Celie, dan (3) untuk 
menjelaskan akibat dari perkembangan karakter Celie yang terdapat di dalam 
novel. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode deskriptif pada novel The Color 
Purple karya Alice Walker sebagai sumber data utama. Sumber data yang di 
gunakan yaitu penelitian kepustakaan dan penjelajahan internet. Penelitian ini 
mengaplikasikan teori karakter, psikologi, kepribadian, dan perkembangan 
kepribadian. Selain itu, pendekatan sosial dan pendekatan psikologi diterapkan 
untuk menganalisis data. Hasil penelitian ini menunjukan bahwa: (1) karakteristik 
dari Celie meliputi kelemahan, kesabaran, kepatuhan, dan kemampuan mencintai, 
(2) penyebab dari perubahan karakter Celie diantaranya kekerasan sexual yang di 
lakukan oleh ayah tiri Celie dan kekerasan di dalam rumah tangga yang di 
lakukan oleh suami dan anak tiri Celie, (3) perkembangan karakter Celie 
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